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P.L. 86-36

--

"TWENTY NA UTI CAL M1 LES FROM LY HOA (l 7- 38 N 106- 30E) BEA RING FI IT Y

DEGREES." SUBSEQUENTLY, AT 312304 Z, TWO RADAR SITES BEGAN REPORTING

THE DE SOTO'S PROGRESS UP THE COAST. AT 011627~" BEN THUY

NOTIFIED T-255 THAT tIT HAS BEEN DECIDED TO FIGHT THE ENEMY

TONIGHT. It AT LEAST THREE DRV NAVAL VESSELS' WERE THEN DEPLOYED TO

THE HON NE 09-54-4({JN 106-00-40£) GENECAL AREA AND NON-NAVAL

ENTITIES IN THE AREA WERE POSSIBLEY WITHDRAWN TO AN NAP (20-35N

106-17E)' (SEE>2/()(VHN/R27-64).

a."AS A RESULTO,r THE ACTIVITY OF T.HE DE".SOTO PATRO~};~.~'THE_t:

HON ME <17- 21N 105- 46E) AREA AS MANY AS £1 GHi' DRVVESSE~:t~MA f"'f'::"

A. INITIAL REACTION BY NORTH VIETNAMESE ELEMENTS TO THE

DESOTO PATROL REFLECTED GLT 3L920!: WHEN SOUTHERN FLEET HEADQUAGERS

BEN THUY INFORMED AN UNIDENTIFIED OUTSTATION OF AN ENEMY SHIP

NNNNCZCLAB373 167KK
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SILC - DAILyl ~RV DIGETS, DE SOTO PATROLS 0J. AUGUST J,964

I. HIGHLIGHT:
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_") _ THE T-255" T-377 AND POSSIBLY THE T-379 (NOT CURRENTLY ISOLATEfl

BUT PREVIOUSLY OPERATING IN COMPANY T-377) ARE ACTl VE NEAR 19-~N

105-50E. THE T-142" T- 146 AND THREE VESSELS OF UNIDENTI FED

BATTALIONCQET ARE IN THE GENERAL HON NE (j,9-54-40N 106-03-40E)

AREA. ALL VESSELS ARE PROBABLYSvJATOAPR,

ONE MAY BE A SO-l CLASS SUBCHASER.

II. DRV NAVY, FLEET OPERATIONS:

A. LEVEL OF ACTIVITY

.I.. DURING THE PERIOD 3.l.l70Z~ - 0.i.2302 - DRV NAVAL

COMMUNICATIONS t·:ERE NORl1AL KITH TEN VESSELS REFLECTED INCLUDING:

ONE SO-l CLASS SUBCHASER T-23 .. ; rvo StoJATO\~ CLASS PGMS T- ..42.

T-146, pROBABLE St·:ATO\,: CLASS T-255, T-339, T-377 AND FOUR

UNIDENTI FI ED.

B. V~I~LINE NETS:

:I.. DRV NAVAL HEAD~UARTERS EAIPHONG \'!AS ACTI VE FITH

THO VESSELS, ONE: SO-l CLASS SUBCHASER AND ONE UNIDENTIFIED PLUS

THREE UNLOCATED OUTSTATIONS ON TEE COl1MAND NET AND \HTH NORTHERN

FLEET HEADQUARTERS PORT \'JALLUT, SOUTHERN FLEET HEADGUARTERS BEN

THUY AND SOUTHERN FLEET SUBORDINAT ACTIVEITY SA DON. REMAINING

COMMAND ECHELON NETS-NORMAL.

C. NORTHERN FLEET ARm, PORT WALLUTPC

1. SIX VESSELS WERE OBSERVED ACTIVE INCLUDING SWATOW

CLASS PGMS T-142, T-146, T- 339 (FIRST APPEARANCE) AND THREE UN-

/

IDENTIFIED.

2. PATROL ACTIVITY:
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·P.L. 86-36
~ i U::;~~;::09AHL376
U ZKZK' RR HIIAOH ZLA ONIDE:

~~~~7B/•. ZUI [ 1568 20/2032Z 2.e16~2..Z'2\11~(YR~2193ZDK
DE 36B 02/0412Z AUG '.s~!} ),." -

ZKZ I AOH ZLA DE
P 020 6Z
~ USL 21 1'\\ NSA25X3
TO DIST QUEBEC/UNIFORM. ~ ,
ZEM rl

5 Er4EJJ(lMBe FINAL SE CT IOU/TIt 0
2/~II......JIH~IRZ3-64 ST22C R?T 2/Q HN/R Z3 ST220

E. NAVAL TRACKING:
1. H.~ IP HONG, PORT WALLU T AND BEN THUY

TRt\CKING CONTROLS WERE ACTIVE \vITH VINH SON, PROBABLY HON NGU
~ ,~:'ID HON MATT,. AND TWELVE UNLOCATED OUTSTATIONS. A TOTAL OF SIXTY
_ SIX r1ESSAGES WERE -caSERVED.'THE SITES AT VINH SON, HO:J~~GU AND
IJ.. HON MATT (17-57~ lC6-30E, 18-48N le5-58E, 18-41N lC5-58£> PASSED
U) FIFTY-FIVE MESSAG~S 3EHJEEN 3123e4Z - 011421Z WHICH REFLECTED THE
U) 'J~ SO' S t 3 ~..., !:'
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~ IV. RV SHIPPING/FISHING
U A. COASTAL SHIPPI NG:

1. DRV COASTAL SHIPPING COft:MUNICATIONS CONSIDERED NORMAL
'IlITH FOUR VESSELS NOTED ACTIVE. AT 0911Z HAIPHONG (VOP)
INFORMED THE CARGO VESSEL THONGNHAT (VXHH) INA BAOL Y GARBLED

o ~£SSAGE TO "COMMUNICATE WITH THE LOCAL 'MILITARY «XGM» NAVY
W ffiDERS NOT TO eeXGM» AWAIT NEW ORDERS."
- B. FISHING FLEET:
IJ.. 1. AT LEAST EIGHT DRV FISHING VESSELS WERE CONSIDERED
U) ACTIVE AND OPERATION. AT 134eZ HAIPHONG· (VOU2) SENT A HIGH
U) PRECEDENCE FIVE GROUP, UNREADABLE,. CIPHER MESSAGE TO ALL VESSELS
<C OF T HE VlET· DUC, VlET TRUNG, AND VlET XO CLASS, tHE SI GNIF lCANeE
~ CF THIS MESSAGE IS UNDETERMINED; HOWEVER, IT MAY HAVE BEEN

TRIGGERED BY THE PRESENCE: OF THE DE SOTO PATROL.
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